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INTRODUCTION
FROM 
FOUNDER & CEO
Benjamin Nolot
DEAR FRIENDS AND PARTNERS, 

My heart is filled with gratitude as I 

look back on an incredible 2015. It was 

a year of remarkable achievements, 

expanded reach and unexpected op-

portunities for Exodus Cry. But one of 

my favorite memories from this year 

is the incredibly redemptive story of 

one young woman in our Restoration 

program. 

During the time in which she was ex-

ploited, two of her traffickers branded 

her by having their names tattooed 

on her back and arm. For years this 

woman carried these men’s names on 

her body, continually reminding her of 

the trauma she endured. But this year 

our team was able to help her have 

those tattoos—those scars—covered 

up by a professional tattoo artist. 

Now, instead of reliving the trauma 

and feeling shame at seeing her own 

body, she sees strength, beauty, and 

dignity. 

Stories of redemption like this one 

fuel our passion at Exodus Cry. Our 

team shows up day in and day out, 

driven by the conviction that every 

person should be free. This convic-

tion has yielded profound victories 

this year. 

We heard stories of our documentary, 

Nefarious: Merchant of Souls, directly 

leading men to cease purchasing sex, 

and inspiring nations to change their 

laws. We received massive public 

exposure online after taking a stand 

against popular media that fuels a 

culture of sexual exploitation. We saw 

continued fruit all across the nation of 

Brazil as a direct result of our Liber-

dade campaign that took place there 

in 2013 and 2014.

When we started this journey six 

years ago, we had no idea how far we 

would come. We are deeply grate-

ful for what God has accomplished 

through our collective efforts this 

past year and we look forward, with 

anticipation, to build upon this mo-

mentum in 2016.

 

We also want to offer our deep grati-

tude to you, our partners and sup-

porters. None of the stories, mile-

stones, or breakthroughs contained in 

the following pages would have been 

possible without you. As you read the 

highlights of this past year, please 

know that you are an integral part of 

these victories. Thank you for stand-

ing with us!

For freedom,

Benjamin Nolot

Founder/Chief Executive Officer
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RESTO
RATIO

N

OUR PROGRAM EMPOWERS WOMEN as they 

continue to walk their restoration journey and 

integrate into society. We have continued to provide 

life skills training, social services, trauma therapy, and 

spiritual development for women in our program. This 

year we shifted our primary housing services from a 

safe home to trained safe families. The trained safe 

families have been helpful in the healing process for 

a few of the women in our program and provide an 

extra support system for them as they continue to 

walk out healing. Our main goal is to see each one 

restored holistically, and to encourage them as they 

develop authentic relationships with God and others 

in a compassionate, supportive community. 

This year, one of our outpatient women enrolled 

in a Master’s level program. Another woman in our 

outpatient services got married and is enjoying 

starting this new chapter with her new husband! 

Another was able to receive major dental surgery that 

she had been waiting on for years! We’re excited to 

report that, by the end of the year, all of our women 

had both housing and jobs. 

“Restoration is to be made into His likeness.” 
-KEZIA HATFIELD

10 LEGAL CONSULTS

38 MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS

260 HOURS OF EDUCATION 
AND LIFE SKILLS INSTRUCTION

381.5 HOURS IN TRAUMA 
THERAPY

1,400 HOURS IN SOCIAL 
SERVICES

6,181 MILES DRIVEN 
FOR CLIENT’S NEEDS AND 
APPOINTMENTS

“ I FEEL LIKE I’VE BEEN LIVING IN A BLACK TUNNEL.
BUT I SEE A LIGHT NOW AND AN END TO THIS.”

                                          -YOUNG WOMAN EXODUS CRY HAS HELPED EXIT THE SEX INDUSTRY
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IN
TERVEN

TIO
N

IN 2015 OUR INTERVENTION TEAM  returned 

to Brazil and revisited many of the cities from the 

Liberdade initiative the year before. We did more 

outreaches to the red-light districts and follow-

up trainings with the teams. 

In Rio de Janeiro, we hosted a 4-day Liberdade 

school. On the final night, Helen, Exodus Cry’s 

Intervention Coordinator, took a team to the 

red-light district, located just two blocks from 

the Liberdade Rio House of Prayer (which has 

continued after the World Cup and grown into a 

fully-established ministry).

As the team entered the area, we stood at the 

gate and talked for a moment. As we did, a young 

Brazilian man named Dario* approached us, 

asking us if he was in the right place. He told us it 

was his first time coming to this red-light district 

and he wanted to make sure he wasn’t lost. 

We got into further conversation with him and 

then a Brazilian team member had a word of 

knowledge and asked him, “Dario are you in an 

unhappy marriage?” Surprised at her question, 

since he wasn’t wearing a wedding ring, he 

answered “Yes, actually I am. A few months ago, 

my wife had my baby and left me, moving back 

with her parents. She refuses to talk to me and 

I’m so angry at her. That’s why I decided to come 

here…” 

“Dario, I’m so sorry,” Helen replied. “If your 

marriage is in a rocky place, then this path is 

the last path you want to be taking,” Helen said, 

pointing towards the red-light district. “Would 

you like to come to a service at a prayer room 

with us instead…?” Dario looked down for a 

moment and then responded “Yes, I would.”

Throughout the service Helen interceded 

inwardly for Dario, who was sitting beside her. At 

the end, the worship band sang a chorus with the 

lyrics, “Try as I may to find another lover, I find 

there is no other—only You can satisfy.” At this 

point, Dario closed his eyes and put his head in 

his hands. He had literally been on his way to find 

another lover. God was wanting to show him that 

only His love fully satisfies the human spirit.

Two men in the congregation (having no idea 

who he was) came up to Dario with words about 

him being God’s son and the invitation from the 

Father to say yes to Him. I turned and saw him 

silently crying. 

After a while, I shared with Dario the Father’s 

heart to welcome His prodigal sons home and 

asked him if he would like to give his life to God. 

He smiled and said firmly “Yes.” He said he knew 

he was meant to come here tonight—he’d even 

gotten on the wrong bus to the red-light district, 

which allowed us to meet at just the right time!

We prayed for Dario to receive the Lord and 

then he began to repent for his sins and thank 

Jesus for saving his life! He began proclaiming he 

believed Jesus was real and that he believed in 

the truth of the cross and resurrection. He then 

asked us to pray with him that God would restore 

his marriage!

A young man, moments away from cheating on 

his wife and buying his first woman in the sex 

industry, was apprehended by Jesus! The enemy 

had a trap waiting for him—a path that leads to 

death—but God got him first! 

People often ask what a “trafficking success 

story” looks like. To us, this is the ultimate success 

story—because when men stop demanding illicit 

sex, trafficking and sexual exploitation will cease 

to exist.

80 HOPE BAGS GIVEN            10 WOMEN REACHED             13 INTERVENTION TRAINING EVENTS

*Name changed for privacy.



PREVEN
TIO

N
LEGAL REFORM
IN 2015,  EXODUS CRY’S LEGAL REFORM 

TEAM  continued to advocate for important 

U.S. federal legislation that would help 

reduce the demand for sex trafficking 

victims. We worked closely with Rep. Randy 

Hultgren’s office to give visibility to H.R. 611, 

“The Sex Trafficking Demand Reduction 

Act,” originally introduced as H.R. 4703 in 

2014. This bill was inspired by Nefarious: 

Merchant of Souls as well as by the work of 

our Legal Reform team. We took three trips 

to Washington D.C. to meet with Members 

of Congress and advocate for the need for 

anti-demand legislative efforts. Because of 

our ongoing legislative work in Washington 

D.C. and abroad, our Manager of Policy and 

Public Affairs, Laila Mickelwait, was invited to 

be a special guest of Congressman Hultgren 

at the 2015 presidential State of the Union 

address.

“The fight will not be easy, 
but it will be worth it.” -BENJAMIN NOLOT
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AWARENESS AND TRA IN ING
EACH YEAR, OUR PREVENTION TEAM 

works hard not only to raise awareness of 

the injustice of sex trafficking but also to 

educate and train others regarding both the 

causes of, and solutions to, this epidemic. 

Our goal is to move the conversation past 

the simple “trafficking is bad” to a deeper 

discussion involving details and nuances 

backed by both academic research and 

real-world experience. 

One of the primary means of achieving our 

goal is hosting our annual Abolition Summit. 

Held here in Kansas City, Missouri, we 

gathered over seven hundred modern-day 

abolitionists to explore the theme of “Healing 

the Brokenhearted.” We considered Luke 4, 

in which Jesus stood up in the synagogue 

and declared Himself to be a healer and 

one who has come to bring liberty to the 

oppressed. We heard from many veterans 

of the fight against slavery share on what it 

means for us to reflect Jesus as the Healer in 

all our work—to mirror the empathy that He 

has shown to us. The three-day event was a 

deeply refreshing and encouraging time for 

those who joined us.

In 2015, our efforts dramatically increased 

to educate the public by producing a 

significant amount of thought provoking 

written content, backed by sound academic 

research. Our articles addressed such 

issues as: debunking common myths 

about prostitution, revealing the darker 

reality behind the films Pretty Woman 

and Fifty Shades of Grey, responding to 

Amnesty International’s call to decriminalize 

prostitution, calling for an investigation into 

torture-porn producer Kink, and requesting 

an apology from Cosmopolitan magazine 

for its endorsement of Kink. Several of these 

articles proved highly controversial and 

generated a significant amount of buzz. 

But most importantly, tens of thousands of 

people were given real data and concrete 

arguments to strengthen the fight against 

sexual exploitation.

49,400+
FACEBOOK PAGE 
LIKES

3,600+
INSTAGRAM
FOLLOWERS

8,100+
TWITTER
FOLLOWERS

Highlights

We received over 
197,000 page 
views of our blog 
post The Reality 
of Pretty Woman 
which also sparked 

an international 

online debate 

accompanied by 

media coverage in 

the Guardian, BBC, 

and other news 

outlets.

Benjamin Nolot’s 
article 50 Shades 
of Black and 
White received 

much exposure 

and was published 

on Charisma 

Magazine’s 

website.

Nefarious was 
released on iTunes 
and Amazon.
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FILM

OUR FILM PRODUCTION TEAM HAS SPENT THE PAST YEAR WORKING 

on Liberated in order to make it a stronger film. In the summer of 2015, the 

rough cut of Liberated was completed and submitted to Sundance Film 

Festival in August 2015. After receiving feedback from nearly 200 college 

students who represent our target audience, as well as well-respected 

individuals in the film and documentary industry, the director, Benjamin 

Nolot, made the decision to re-cut Liberated in order to create a stronger 

story and ultimately to make a stronger impact on society. 

Our production crew focused the rest of 2015 on the re-cut and preparing to 

shoot the last segment of footage that’s needed in early 2016. The message 

and purpose of Liberated has become crystal clear over the past year. When 

we finished our first film, Nefarious: Merchant of Souls, we were haunted by 

the images of women and children for sale in places all around the world—

and the men lining up to purchase them.

We wondered, “What kind of society is producing so many men willing to 

buy a woman or child for sex?” Before Nefarious was complete, we knew 

what the next step in the journey needed to be—exposing the cultural forces 

that are fueling a toxic sexuality.

In Liberated, we focus on western culture. We examine a society where sex 

sells, where women are expected to conform to an idealized sexual image, 

and where men are socialized to consume women for sex.

This film asks the question: how does our conception of gender fuel our 

sexuality? And what role does media play in shaping our ideas about what it 

means to be a man or woman in today’s culture?

Liberated explores undiscovered fronts in the war on sexual exploitation 

and offers unexpected hope for healing and transformation.

We have made great strides in developing endorsements, relationships, and 

a campaign around Liberated to increase its visibility. We have worked to 

develop relationships with key stakeholders who will be able to get the film 

in front of key individuals at the film festivals. These include individuals who 

have a significant role in the festivals such as those that donate to festivals, 

celebrities that attend festivals, and those who serve on the boards.   

Films have 
the power 
to change 
people, 
and people 
can change 
the world!

7 
HOURS OF 
FOOTAGE FILMED

3 
INTERVIEWS

19 
FILMING DAYS

2
STATES TRAVELED



O
PERATIO

N
S

$19,520
Total revenue from DVD sales

1,032
Purchase orders created

99
Nefarious screening licenses sold

3,089
USPS shipments
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Here’s our financial breakdown for
JANUARY  through DECEMBER 2015 :

$1,161,902
$1,033,268

$128,634

INCOME
EXPENSES
NET  

PROGRAMS: $662,652
Prevention, Intervention, Restoration, Film 

MANAGEMENT & GENERAL: $250,000
Operations, IT, Business Support

FUNDRAISING: $120,616
Events, Mailers, Software Systems65+24+11R$1,033,268

FIN
AN

C
IALS

We’re grateful for another incredible year in which 

the general financial contributions of many fueled our 

local and global anti-trafficking work.

BREAKDOWN OF EXPENSES
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THANK 
YOU!



E X O D U S C R Y . C O M


