
				 	 	
 
June 5, 2017  

Senator Bob Corker 
United States Senate 
Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee 
Dirksen Senate Office Building SD-425 
Washington, DC 20510 

Congressman Ed Royce 
United States House of Representatives 
Chairman, House Foreign Affairs Committee 
2310 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
Senator Ben Cardin 
United States Senate 
Ranking Member, Foreign Relations  
Committee 
509 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
 

 
Congressman Eliot Engel 
United States House of Representatives 
Ranking Member, House Foreign Affairs 
Committee 
2462 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515

 

Dear Chairman Corker, Chairman Royce, and Ranking Members Senator Cardin and Rep. Engel: 

On behalf of the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW), Exodus Cry, the National Center 
on Sexual Exploitation, Shared Hope International, and the undersigned organizations and 
individuals, we write to express our strong support for bipartisan HR 466 “Sex Trafficking Demand 
Reduction Act,” its inclusion in the House version of the Trafficking Victim’s Protection 
Reauthorization Act (TVPRA), and its inclusion in the Senate version of the international TVPRA.  

Combating the crime of human trafficking has been named a top priority by the United States 
Government (USG).1 Emphasis has been placed on prevention of human trafficking, prosecution of 
perpetrators, and protection of victims. Prosecution and protection are unquestionably important; 
however, prevention of human trafficking is essential in order to eradicate the crime. The 
international community, scholars, NGOs, International Organizations, human trafficking experts, 
and other governments have all recognized that one of the most critical components of preventing 
human trafficking from occurring is reducing the demand for trafficked persons.2   

HR 466’s language specifically addresses the need to prevent sex trafficking, a form of sexual 
exploitation that affects an estimated 4.5 million victims globally,3 by reducing the demand for 
commercial sex.  
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Research demonstrates that the legalization and decriminalization models of prostitution increase the 
market for commercial sex and thereby increase the demand for prostituted persons, thus increasing 
rates of human trafficking.4 In contrast, economic theory supported by case studies proves that 
reducing demand for commercial sex by criminalizing the purchase of sexual services reduces the 
market for sex and thereby reduces trafficking in persons for sexual exploitation.5 Internationally, 
there is ever-increasing support for criminalizing demand.6  The USG has been clear and consistent 
on its position regarding the importance of demand reduction and has specifically taken a strong 
stance against legalizing prostitution. The government has done so because it recognizes that 
prostitution fuels human trafficking and creates an enabling environment for it to flourish.7 Both 
Democratic and Republican administrations have reaffirmed in multiple national policies, 
publications, and in statements and directives the government’s position against legal prostitution.8 
The TIP Office itself has produced research demonstrating the clear connections between legalized 
prostitution regimes and increased demand fueling sex trafficking.9 

Despite the USG’s clear position in support of commercial sex demand reduction, this critical stance 
is not being implemented in the State Department’s annual Trafficking in Persons Report (TIP) 
report to Congress, even though making “serious and sustained efforts to reduce the demand for 
commercial sex”10 is a specific requirement for meeting the minimum standards for the elimination 
of trafficking in persons. Unfortunately, the TVPA has no clear guidelines on what constitutes 
compliance with the demand reduction criterion or how this important criterion is to be measured. 
This lack of clarity has created an opportunity for diplomatic expediency taking precedence over 
effective reporting. Provisions included in H.R. 466 remedy this problem by setting a straightforward 
standard for determining what constitutes legitimate demand reduction efforts. 

Because legal prostitution fuels human trafficking, nations that have the ability to federally regulate 
prostitution, and maintain the legality of the purchase of sex, are not simply neutral in meeting the 
criteria mandated by the TVPA of making serious and sustained efforts to reduce demand for 
commercial sex, but are actually making serious and sustained efforts to increase that demand. 
Nevertheless, the State Department continues year after year to ignore this fact and award full 
compliance in the TIP Report to nations that allow for the uninhibited purchase of sex. The lack of 
rigor and quality in addressing demand in the TIP Report is having negative consequences on the 
prevention of human trafficking around the globe and inhibits progress that could be made if proper 
evaluation and reporting were taking place.  HR 466 creates a simple solution by making the 
criminalization of the purchase of sex a requirement for meeting the TVPAs criterion of “making 
serious and sustained efforts to reduce the demand for commercial sex.”   

By including language from bipartisan HR 466 in the TVPRA, major steps can be made with regard 
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to preventing global sex trafficking because countries will be encouraged to take meaningful and 
concrete steps to reduce the demand for commercial sex. Thank you for your time and attention to 
this important matter.  

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to call Laila 
Mickelwait, Exodus Cry’s Director of Abolition at 951-990-9960 or e-mail 
lailamickelwait@exoduscry.com   

Sincerely, 

Taina Bien Amie, Executive Director, Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW), NY 

Benjamin Nolot, CEO, Exodus Cry & Director of Nefarious: Merchant of Souls Documentary, MO 

Patrick Truman, President & CEO, National Center on Sexual Exploitation (NCOSE), Washington D.C. 

Linda Smith (U.S. Congress 1995-1999), Founder and President, Shared Hope International, D.C. & WA  

 
CC:  Rep. Carolyn Maloney

Rep. Chris Smith  
 

Titled 

Professor Donna M. Hughes, Eleanor M. and Oscar M. Carlson Endowed Chair in Women's Studies,  

University of Rhode Island, Editor-in-Chief, Dignity: A Journal on Sexual Exploitation and Violence 

Ambassador Mark Lagon, Former Director	of	the	Office	to	Monitor	and	Combat	Trafficking	in	Persons,	
U.S.	State	Department	

Ambassador Swanee Hunt 

Survivors

Angel, Mother of 6 Year 
Survivor 

H.A, Survivor 

C.B, Survivor 

Jewell Baraka, Survivor 
Leader 

Rebecca Bender, Survivor 
Leader 

A.C, Survivor 

Danielle, Survivor 

D.D, Survivor 

E.G, Survivor 

E.J, Survivor 

R.J, Survivor 

Kayla, Survivor 

N.K, Survivor 

Lauren, Survivor 

H.M, Survivor 

J.M, Survivor 

K.M, Survivor 

P.M, Survivor 

R.M, Survivor 
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Rachel Moran, Survivor 
Leader 

Meshell Lee Mullamph, 
Survivor 

A.R, Survivor 

C.R, Survivor 

G.R, Survivor 

Courtney Reed, Survivor 

F.S, Survivor 

S.S, Survivor 

V.S, Survivor 

Julie Shematz, Survivor 
Leader 

H.T, Survivor 

P.W, Survivor’s Mother 

 

National Organizations 

John Melton, Founder, 00 Movement: End Human Trafficking, FL 

Benny Yu, President, 27Million, CA 

Cecilia Lopez, Leader, A21 Freedom Chasers, TX 

Roslyn M. Brock, Vice President, Advocacy & Government Relations Bon Secours Health Systems, MD 

Don Brewster, CEO, Agape International Missions, CA 

Nancy Rivard, CEO, Airline Ambassadors International, VA 

Ryan Berg, Executive Director, Aruna Project, OH 

Megan McGuire, CEO, Ascent 121, IN 

Billy McConnell, President and Founder, Authentic Relationships International, AK 

Melissa Holland, Founder and Executive Director, Awaken, NV 

Julie Shematz, MA, RMHCI, Founder/Therapist, Beauty From Ashes, FL 

Rachel Fuentes, Secretary, Beauty Will Rise, TX 

Staci Luker, Founder and Director, Because of One Ministries, AL 

Melissa Richardson, Assistant Director, Beloved, CO 

Dawnna Plummer, Executive Director, Beloved: Not Forgotten, IN 

Anne Mack, Vice President, Bon Secours, VA 

Vednita Carter, Founder , Breaking Free & Vednita Carter Ministries, MN 

Morgan Perry, Founder of Sex and Money and Producer/Director of Sex and Money Documentary, CA  

Charity Bernardes-Malahay, Licenced Clinical Social Worker, Center of Hope, CA 

Kari Litvak, Executive Director, Childproof America, TX 

Kelly Litvak, Executive Director, Childproof America, TX 

Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, US Provinces, MD 
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Kelly Stutts, Executive Director, Connect 4 Faith, NC 

Katie Ryan, Director of Public Policy, Dignity Health, NV 

Esther Suh, Executive Director, Dwelle Collaborative, CA 

Adam LaRoche, Founder, E3 Foundation, KS 

Cat French, Founder, Elijah Rising, TX 

Shelby Quast, Policy Director, Equality Now, NY 

Michael Bartel, Executive Director, F.R.E.E. International, NV 

Rachael Rhodes, Program Aide, Families in Transition, NH 

Patrice Doten, Founder  Fabric of Dignity, MN 

Andrea McHenry, Director, Freedom & Restoration for Everyone Enslaved (FREE), PA 

Kathi Hardy, Founder and Executive Director, Freedom From Exploitation, CA 

Susan Munsey, Director of Programs, GenerateHope, CA 

Fawnda Newton , Founder and Executive Director, Genesis Ranch-Rescue and Restoration, CO 

Amy Kratzer, Founder and CEO, Girl Set Free, OH 

Deronda Aiken, Coordinator, Global Portal 4 Freedom, KS 

Winifred Doherty, NGO Representative to the United Nations, Good Shepherd International Justice Peace 

Office, NY 

Laura Fiyak, CEO, Heavenly Hope International, US 

Chantel Plautz, Founder and CEO, Hope for the Soul Ministries, NE 

Sally Cook, Co-Director, Hope Refuge, CA 

Jeri Moomaw, Executive Director, Innovations HTC, WA 

Marina Kurban, Founder, Invest in A Life, KS 

Sharon Ngai, Founder, Justice Speaks, CA 

Mary Norris, Chair, Life Issues, MI 

Joshua Lyon, Board Member, Living Hope Ministries, NC  

Cynthia Crigger, Director, Mercy Home, KY 

Erin Herner, Coordinator, Naomi’s House, IL 

Lawrence Couch, Director, National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd, MD 
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Laila Mickelwait, President & Founder, New Reality International, CA 

Shauna Storey, Chief Operations Officer, NightLight International, Mo 

Rich Binning, Executive Director, Nine24Global, Inc., MO 

Rachel Foster, Managing Director, NY  

Lea Sevey, Executive Director, Oasis Shelter Home Inc., OR 

Renee Loux, Founder, Orphan Justice Center International, MO 

Tiffany Tripp, Program Coordinator, Out of Darkness, OH 

MacKenzie Townsend, Co-Founder, Project 41, LA 

Vanessa Smith, Board Member, Promise 23 Ranch Ministries, WA 

Saceia Armstrong, Founder, Providence Outreach Ministries, TX 

Tori Ferebee, Director, Push Freedom, NC 

Donna Plourde, Executive Director, Real Life Giving, NH 

Rebecca Bender, Founder, Rebecca Bender Initiative, OR 

Cassandra Ma, Executive Director, Reclaim 13, IL 

Paul Doan, Co-Founder and President, Restoration61, IL 

Yasmin Vafa, Executive Director, Rights4Girls, Washington D.C. 

Carissa Phelps, CEO, Runaway Girl Inc., US 

Susan Weigel, Founder, Running For Justice, MN 

Jean Schaffer, Member, Salvatorian Advocacy for Victims of Exploitation (S.A.V.E.) Inc, CA 

Dorchen A. Leidholdt, Director, Sanctuary for Families, NY 

Kim Biddle, Founder/CEO, Saving Innocence, CA 

Angela S. Kepperling, President, Scarlet Advocacy Agency, OH 

Susan Graham, Founder , Seen by Love, OK 

Gianni Vecciareli, President, Set Them Free, CO 

Bernadette Ward, Chair  Set Them Free, CO 

Elaine Cortez, Chairman of the Board, She’s Somebody’s Daughter, PA 

Jen Fasick, Program Director, She’s Somebody’s Daughter, PA 

Tammy Stauffer , President, She’s Somebody’s Daughter, PA 
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Mindy Summers, Founder, SoLoved, MO 

Kathy Lebron, Director, Sparrow’s Hope for Girls,NY 

Stacie Rumenap, President, Stop Child Predators, Washington D.C. 

Nancy Reyes, Advocate, Survivor’s Angeles, UT 

Chelsea Anderton, CEO, Survivor’s Angels, UT 

Autumn Burris, Founding Director, Survivors for Solutions, CO 

Donna Meyer, Board Member, SWITCH, SC 

Susan Johnson, Co-Founder and Director, The Alabaster Jar Project, CA 

Tomas Peres, President, The EPIK Project, WA 

Barbara  Seidle, Founder, The Hannah More Project, NJ 

Deb Kluttz, Executive Director, The Homestead, KS 

Nicol Epple, Founder and Executive Director, The LOV Foundation Inc., PA 

Linda Backman, Psychologist, The RavenHeart Center, CO 

Veronica Bullock, Founder and Director, The Remade Campaign, VA 

Russ Tuttle, Founder and President, The Stop Trafficking Project, KS 

Alisa Bernard, Director and Survivor, The Survivor LENS, WA 

Jessica Neely, Founder, This Is My Story Solutions, OK 

Donna Engval, President and Founder, Unashamed Love, LA 

Courtnee Benford, Survivor Advocate, Unbound, AZ 

Christi Wigle, Founder, United Against Slavery, TN 

Beth Anne Grib, Director, United States National Prayer Council, PA 

Shea Rhodes-Esq, Director, Villanova Law Institute to Address Commercial Sexual Exploitation, PA 

Jenny Cothran, Counselor, Wings of Hope, OK 

Adrienne Livingston, Director of Anti-Sex Trafficking Initiatives, World Venture, OR 

Lauren Hersh, National Director, World Without Exploitation, NY 

Melinda Giovengo, Ph.D., CEO, YouthCare, WA 
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International Organizations 

Michael Conroy, Development Manager, A Call to Men, United Kingdom 

Leanne Rhodes, CEO, Abolishion Inc., Australia 

Rhoda Grant, Member of the Scottish Parliament, Anti-Trafficking Advocate, Scotland 

Ruchira Gupta, Founder and President, Apne Aap Women Worldwide, India 

Ioana Humelnicu, Director of Prevention, Asociatia Abolishion, Romania 

Esohe Aghatise, Executive Director, Associazione IROKO Onlus, Nigeria 

Wendy Francis, State Director for Women and Children, Australian Christian Lobby, Australia 

Fiona Broadfoot, Director and Founder, Build A Girl, United Kingdom 

Julie Colquhoun, Co-Founder, Captivating International Foundation, Hong Kong 

Rita Maria Hernandez, Director, Comision Unidos va Trata, Mexico 

Dr. Jaci Stoyle, Secretary, Cross Party Group for Sexual Exploitation at the Scottish Parliament  

Karla Gjini, Member, Edmonton Women and Allies Against the Sex Industry EWAASI, Canada 

Sara Winjna, Director and Nataska Bos, Chairman, Exxpose, Netherlands  

Andrea Tokaji, Founder and CEO, Fighting for Justice Foundation, Australia 

Paul Beeghly, Communication Specialist, For Freedom International, Thailand 

Kathleen Reed, Manager, Freedom Challenge, Australia  

Ann Carr, Director, Freedom Foundation of Jerusalem, Israel 

Gunilla  Eckberg, Chairperson, Institute for Feminism & Human Rights, Sweden 

Johanna Lynch, Director, Integrate Place, Australia 

Roseline Osagie, Chair, IROKO Charity, Nigeria 

Flavia Sevald, CEO, Jerusalem Institute for Justice, Israel 

Agnete Strom, Internationa Coordinator, Kvinnefronten / Women's Front, Norway 

David Bouchard, President, Magdalene House Society, Canada 

Maureen Meatcher, President, National Board of Catholic Women, United Kingdom 

Paulina Bolton, Outreach Director, Noomi-Safe House for Survivors of Human Trafficking, Sweden 

Anna Fisher, Chair, Nordic Model Now! London, United Kingdom 

Dr. Chiara Carpita, Director, Resistenza Femminista, Italy 
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Sarah Benson, CEO, Ruhama, Ireland 

Sue Carter, Chief Executive, Safe from Slavery, United Kingdom 

Rachel Moran, Executive Director, SPACE International, Republic of Ireland 

Josephine Appelqvist, Founder, Talita, Sweden 

Robyn Kerr, Founding Member, Transform the Nations, Australia 

Olga Person, Secretary General, Unizon, Sweden 

Lynda Dearlove, CEO, Women@TheWell, United Kingdom 

Manuel Becker, Co-Director, YWAM Phitsanulok, Thailandv 

 

Local Organizations 

Suzanne Simon, Non-Profit Representative, Abundant Life Dream Center of East County, El Cajon, 
CA 

Leslie M Lindsay, Chairman of the Board/CEO, ACC Inc., Alexandria, VA 

Cheryl Oliver, Executive Director, Affecting Community Transformation, Dayton, OH 

Kathleen Winn, Executive Director, Arizona Anti Trafficking Network and AZmen, Mesa, AZ 

Sheila Ogea, Policy Spokesperson, Arizona National Organization for Women, Mesa, AZ 

Jeffrey Shaw, Director of Rescue and Restoration, Atlanta Dream Center, GA  

Abigail Eernisse, Marketing Director, Beautiful and Loved Inc, Bloomington, MN 

Marisa Ugarte, Executive Director, Bilateral Safety Corridor Coalition, National City, CA 

Donna Meyer, Director of Mission, Bon Secours St. Francis, Greenville, SC 

Melanie Long, Director, Bridgeway Community Church, Pekin, IL 

North County Abolitionists  

Amber Pelsor, Victims Advocate, Center Against Abuse and Sexual Assault (CAASA), Cherokee, 
IA 

Olga Tsoudis, President, Central Phoenix/Inez Casiano National Organization for Women, Phoenix, 
AZ 

Lynda Brown, Member of the Board, Coalition Against Human Trafficking-Northern AZ, Sedon, 
AZ 

Emily Wheatley, President, Disciples Women First Christian Church of Oceanside, CA  
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Judi Riccio, Director, Faithful Love Inc, Brunswick, GA 

Lucy Bloom, CEO, Father and Daily Alliance - I'm Coming Home, Olathe, KS  

Maida Jane Milam, Vice President, GFWC Nisqually Women’s Club, Yelm, WA 

Gail Crump, President, GFWC Nisqually Women's Club, Yelm, WA 

Sarah Carr, Chair of Awareness Committee, Kalamazoo Anti-Human Trafficking Coalition, 
Kalamazoo, MI 

Alison Phillips, Board Secretary, KC Street Hope, Kansas City, MO 

Mary Spencer, Director of Media Relations, Lake of the Ozarks Stop Human Trafficking Coalition 
Camdenton, MO 

Christine Gansemer, Treasurer, Lake Ozarks Stop Human Trafficking Coalition, Camdenton, MO 

Candy Carter, Founder and Executive Director, Last Call 4 Grace Ministries Inc., Murfreesboro, TN 

Shannon England, Space Coast Human Trafficking Task Force, Melbourne, FL  

Jeanne Pride, Founder, Monadnock Hope, Swanzey, NH 

Sabrina Dorman Andrew, Executive Director, New Creation, Harrisonburg, VA 

Howie Levin, Director, Northern Virginia Human Trafficking Initiative, Ashburn , VA 

Jennifer Pool, Communications Director, Northern Virginia Human Trafficking Initiative, Ashburn, 
VA 

Amy Simmons, Program Coordinator, Northwest Family Services, Portland, OR 

Howie Levin, Executive Director, OneHeartDC, Washington D.C.  

Courtney Goodwin, Director of Women’s Ministries, Oregon City Evangelical Church, OR  

Ginger Downey, General Secretary, Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters, Huntington, IN 

Jenna Smith, Executive Assistant, Out of Darkness, Atlanta, GA 

Susan Hart, Founder, Pazazz Ministries, Davenport, IA 

Scott Mitchell, Board Member, Peoria Home, Lynwood, WA 

Saceia Armstrong, Founder, Providence Outreach Ministries, Webster, TX 

Jordan Ronalder, Victim Advocate, Regional Victim Crisis Center, Abilene, TX 

Denise Lester, Founder and Executive Director, Rended Heart, Kansas City, MO 

Jennifer Client, Advocacy Director, Rescue Houston, TX  

Robin Case, Manager, Rescue Nebraska, Omaha, NE 
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Matt Osborne, Leader, Set Free Movement Spring, Arbor, MI  

Sr. Maureen McGowan, Province Leader, Sisters of the Good Shepherd Province of New York  

Jeanine Webster, Member, Soroptomist International of Stuart, FL  

Maggie Unruh, Campaign Coordinator, Southwest Kansas Stop the Traffick, Garden City, KS 

Jessica Frazier, Director/Founder, Staright Street Life Center Inc., Poweder Springs, GA 

Marjorie Saylor, Project Lead, Survivor Leader Network of San Diego, CA  

Zaina Green, Executive Director, Switch, Greenville, SC 

Crystal Rodenbaugh, Owner/Counselor, Tenfold Counseling Group, Kansas City, MO 

Jocelyn Hamsher, Executive Director, Tuscarawas County Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force, 
Sugarcreek, OH 

Ana Katie, Founder, UFit Women, Provo, UT 

Sheri Tearpak, Women’s Ministry Director, Valley Church of the Nazarene, Monte Vista, CA 

Jenna Strick, Social Justice Outreach Coordinator, Victory Noll Center, Huntington, IN 

Brent Woody, Executive Director/Lead Counsel, West Florida Center For Trafficking Advocacy, 
Tarpon Springs, FL     

 

 

Individual Anti-Trafficking Advocates 

ALASKA 

Malea Emswiler  

ALABAMA  

Diana Clemmons  

Tonya Dalton  

JoAnn Doty  

Teri king  

Cheryl Long  

Staci Luker  

Billy McConnell  

Allison  Pratt  

Ginny rodgers  

Catherine Skewes 

ARKANSA  

Brenna  Holland  

Christie Moore  

Susan Nash 

Theresa Price  

Kayla Rogers  

Cameron Thompson 

ARIZONA  

Hannah Acosta 

Stephanie Allen 

Courtnee Benford 

Lynda Brown 

Jose cuevas 

Maryia  Dewey 

Amanda Downing 

Lynda Hartzler 

Jo Lembo 
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Sheila Ogea 

Tiffiny Palm 

Lori Rubenstein 

Rachel Smith 

Olga Tsoudis 

Jason Willis 

Kathleen Winn 

CALIFORNIA 

Julianne Adan 

Tina Ai 

Debra Allard 

Ashlie Allen 

Julianna Andrews 

Jennifer Ashworth 

Rosie Bachand 

Lisa Bearinger 

Charity Bernardes-Malahay 

Kim Biddle 

Margrett Bishop 

Karen Bohling 

Laurel Botsford 

Don Brewster 

Pat Budig 

Rachelle Butow 

Deena Camargo 

Cristin Campbell 

Krista Carey 

Christine Cesa 

Kris Chang 

Esther K. Chung 

Sally Cook 

Amanda Dang 

Sophia Delara 

Kristi Deter 

Debra Dolce 

Eva Eakins 

Elizabeth Edmonds 

Lisa Edwards 

Nicole Emory 

Colleen Estrella 

Ken Ezell 

Emilia Franceschi 

Betsi Freeman 

Jennifer Gautier 

Dan Geer 

Lauren Griffin 

Jason Grubbs 

Thomas Hallman 

Kathi Hardy 

Heather Harrington 

Barbara Hayes 

suzanne jacob 

Amanda Johnson 

Conrad  Johnson 

Michelle Johnson 

Patrick  Johnson 

Rita Johnson 

Susan Johnson 

Esther Jones 

Grace Kim 

Heeyong Kim 

Cynthia Kirby 

Bettye Kray 

Andrea  Kwan 

Nina Landis 

Dennis  Lastra 

Kathleen Lenton 

Christine Licata 

giancarlo licata 

Jami Longo 

Andrew Luke 

Peter Ma 

Ricky MacDonald 

Susette  Magana 

Allison  Mattocks 

Tiara Mcconnell 

Lisa McCurdy 

Lonnie Melton 

Carrie Miller 

Susan Munsey 

Jay Nam 

Jacqueline Napoli 

Ashley Nelsey 

Sharon  Ngai 
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Nicole Pak 

David Pallesen 

Penelope Parker 

Morgan Perry 

Julie Pesusich 

Wendy Lou Pollock 

Sheri Porcella 

Rebecca Prewett 

Gustavo Ruballo 

Peter Russell 

Rachel  Sanwald 

Marjorie Saylor 

Billy Scanlan 

Jean Schafer 

hans shaffer 

Christine Silvey 

Suzanne simon 

Rebecca Sowers 

Stephanie 

Art Stine 

Jennifer Street 

Esther  Suh 

Hugo Tejada 

Khaivien Thach 

Rozie Thraves 

Marisa  Ugarte 

Cydney Varela 

Damali  Vaughn 

Masielle Vega 

Lauren   Webster 

Emily Wheatley 

Kay Wheeler 

Jo Whipp 

Darren  White 

Larry Wilson 

Janice Wonf 

Katherine Wu 

Benny Yu 

Autumn Burris 

Evonne Corbin 

Susan Cimmings 

Dave Cywinski

COLORADO 

andrea  adrine 

Aaron Aldrine 

Linda Backman 

Becca Becca 

Kaila Bo 

Ian Doss 

Catherine Dumolt 

Emily Foster 

Blake Gunter 

Mary Haven 

Shannon Higgins 

Carley High 

Marc Jacobs 

Christine Jennison 

Hannah Killian 

Kimberly Klady 

Kaleb Kramer 

Brenda Maldonado 

Laura Meyer 

Fawnda Newton 

Alysha  Norton 

Kari Nygaard 

Melissa Oxford 

Jenny Platt 

Devona renee 

Melissa Richardson 

Christa  Stables 

Sheri Tearpak 

Sarah Tegtmeier 

Andrea  Turner 

Alex Vail 

Gianni Vecchiarelli 

Nicole Versaw 

Bernadette Ward 

Coray Watson 

CONNECTICUT 

Riley Colasanto 

Hope Manasseh 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA  

Daniel  Faludi 

Eleanor Kennelly Gaetan 
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Stacie Rumenap 

Patrick Trueman 

Yasmin Vafa 

DELWARE 

Moses Rivas 

FLORIDA 

Christie Arnold 

Caitlin Barta 

Angela Baulo 

Michelle Cabalceta 

Nancy Cabrera 

Sophie Christina Chesed 

Barbara Dutcher 

Shannon England 

Tammy Hagadone 

Danielle heart 

Lisa Tate Herzek 

Erika Jiron 

Meg Johnson 

John Lee 

Sara Lee 

Tara Madison 

Lysa McMillan 

John Melton 

Rachel Melton 

Ruth Ann Moody 

Amber Nease 

Glenna Parris 

Paulina Paulina 

Joshua Progner 

Judith Ray 

Elaine Ray 

Brittany Reinhard 

Jessica Reynolds 

Parker Richmond 

Jennifer Rolle 

Karema Scott 

Rachel Scott 

Ryanne Shafer 

Julie Shematz, MA, RMHCI 

Sula Skiles 

Emily Stauffer 

Tatiana Sutherland 

Fiona Wade 

Rebecca Walker 

Frances Warnock 

Jeanine Webster 

Kristin Willruth 

Brent Woody 

GEORGIA  

Diana Allen 

Susan Cheney 

Dee Dee Huey 

Carla Dunn 

Jennifer Estes 

Shelly Eubank 

J Frazier 

Jessica Frazier 

Sherri Harris 

Matthew Heaton 

LeAnne Kennedy 

Kayla King 

Karen Lambie, Ph.D. 

Barbara Lipsey 

Linda McDaniel 

Lauren  Money 

Johnna Morrison 

Yvonne Palmer 

Lisa Quinton 

Judi Riccio 

Rachel Rice 

Jeffrey Shaw 

Jeana Smith 

Kelli Smith 

Jennifer Verdery 

Christine Watson 

Deborah Westbrook 

James Wetherbee 

Katherine Yonts 

HAWAII  

Kira Brandt 

Rekha Ghimire 

Wanee  McCabe 

Joel Rogers 
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IDAHO 

Kayla Griffin 

Cheryl Martin 

ILLINOIS 

Rebecca Raw 

Janice Burke 

Gayle Burns 

Nel Ciurdar 

Paul Doan 

Lauren Fair 

Dara Garcia 

Amanda Guilford 

Erin Herner 

Nikole Linares 

Melanie Long 

Cassandra Ma 

Gabriela Martinez 

Valerie Norcross 

Claudia Olariu 

Kathy Perretta 

Michelle Peterson 

Katie Prather 

Aaron Priebe 

Karen Ridge 

Ruth Ruth 

Lynnette Stawick 

INDIANA 

Julie Bass 

Kimberly Bronson 

Ginger Downey 

Susan Finley 

Jeremy  Greenlee 

Jillian Harp 

Carolyn Joy Flynn 

Debbie  Little 

Megan  McGuire 

Dawnna Plummer 

Tessa Rempe 

Hope Ryals 

IOWA 

Violet Ahrenholtz 

Zac Ahrenholtz 

Sean Averill 
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Heather Browning 

Nancy L. Callen 
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1	“When	we	stop	this	crime	from	happening	in	the	first	place,	we	are	preventing	the	abuse	of	those	who	are	victimized	as	well	as	the	

ripple	effect	that	caused	damage	throughout	communities	into	our	broader	environment	and	which	corrupt	our	global	supply	

chains.	We	all	have	an	interest	in	stopping	this	crime.	That’s	why	President	Obama	is	so	focused	on	this	issue.	And	that’s	why,	as	

Secretary	of	State,	I	will	continue	to	make	the	fight	against	modern-day	slavery	a	priority	for	this	Department	and	for	the	country.”	

Secretary	of	State	John	Kerry.	Remarks	at	the	2013	Trafficking	in	Persons	Report	Release.	Benjamin	Franklin	Room,	Washington,	

D.C.	19	June	2013.	Address.	

	

2	See,	e.g.,	Trafficking	Victims	Protection	Act	of	2000,	Pub.	L.	No.	106-386,	as	amended	(“TVPA”),	United	Nations	Protocol	to	

Prevent,	Suppress	and	Punish	Trafficking	in	Persons,	Especially	Women	and	Children,	Supplementing	the	United	Nations	

Convention	Against	Transnational	Organized	Crime	of	2000(“Polermo	Protocol”),	the	Europe	Convention	on	Action	against	Human	

Trafficking,	and	the	2011	EU	Directive	of	the	European	Parliament	and	the	Council.	European	Commission	Communication	From	

the	Commission	to	the	European	Parliament,	The	Council,	The	European	Economic	and	Social	Committee	and	the	Committee	of	the	

Regions,	The	EU	Strategy	towards	the	Eradication	of	Trafficking	in	Human	Beings	2012–2016	Brussels,	19.6.2012	COM	(2012).	

	

3	International	Labor	Organization	Global	Estimate	of	Forced	Labour,	2012	
	

4	See,	e.g.,	Di	Nicola,	Andrea,	Isabella	Orfano,	Andrea	Cauduro,	and	Nicoletta	Conci.	Study	on	National	Legislations	on	Prostitution	

and	the	Trafficking	in	Women	and	Children.	Brussels:	European	Parliament,	2005.	Transcrime.	Web.	11	July	2013.;	Jakobsson,	

Niklas,	and	Andreas	Kotsadam.	"The	Law	and	Economics	of	International	Sex	Slavery:	Prostitution	Laws	and	Trafficking	for	Sexual	

Exploitation."	European	Journal	of	Law	and	Economics	35.1	(2013):	87-107.	Print.;	Cho,	Seo-	Young,	Axel	Dreher,	and	Eric	

Neumayer.	"Does	Legalized	Prostitution	Increase	Human	Trafficking?"	World	Development	41.1	(2013):	67-82.	Social	Science	

Research	Network.	Web.	12	July	2013	<http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1986065>.	

In	2012	researchers	Seo-Young	Cho,	Axel	Dreher,	Eric	Neumayer	published	their	research	findings	that	demonstrated	“the	scale	

effect	of	legalizing	prostitution	leads	to	an	expansion	of	the	prostitution	market	and	thus	an	increase	in	human	trafficking,	while	the	

substitution	effect	reduces	demand	for	trafficked	prostitutes	by	favoring	prostitutes	who	have	legal	residence	in	a	country.”	Their	

quantitative	empirical	analysis	for	a	cross	section	of	up	to	150	countries	proved	that	the	scale	effect	dominated	the	substitution	

effect.	“On	average,	countries	with	legalized	prostitution	experience	a	larger	degree	of	human	trafficking	inflows.”	In	addition,	in	

2005	Di	Nicola	et	al.	provided	descriptive	statistics	focusing	on	11	EU	countries.	According	to	their	results,	stricter	prostitution	laws	

are	correlated	with	reduced	flows	of	human	trafficking.	In	addition	to	Cho	et	al.	and	Di	Nicola	et	al.,	researchers	Niklas	Jakobsson	

and	Andreas	Kotsadam	found	a	causal	link	between	legal	prostitution	and	increases	in	human	trafficking.	Using	recent	sources	of	

European	cross	country	data	Jackobsson	and	Kotsadam	found	that	trafficking	of	persons	for	commercial	sexual	exploitation	is	least	

prevalent	in	countries	where	prostitution	is	illegal	and	most	prevalent	in	countries	where	prostitution	is	legalized.	

	

5	Ibid	

	

6	In	early	2014	the	European	Parliament	voted	and	adopted	a	resolution	stating	that	Europe	should	criminalize	the	purchase	of	sex,	

and	that	prostitution	is	a	form	of	violence	against	women.	See	http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/nordic-model-prostitution-approved-by-

european-parliament-1438009.			The	French	government	lower	house	recently	approved	a	bill	to	criminalize	the	purchase	of	sex	

and	the	law	is	expected	to	be	passed	by	the	senate	by	summer.	See	http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/09/opinion/frances-new-

approach-to-curbing-prostitution.html?_r=0		Additionally,	the	UK	three	days	ago	released	a	report	of	its	findings	from	an	

investigation	into	the	effectiveness	of	the	UKs	current	prostitution	laws.	The	parliamentary	group	concluded	that	the	UK	needed	to	

criminalize	the	purchase	and	not	the	sale	of	sex.	See	http://appgprostitution.files.wordpress.com/2013/11/shifting-the-burden.pdf	
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7	Overlaps	of	Prostitution,	Migration	and	Human	Trafficking,	Ambassador	Mark	P.	Lagon,	Director	of	the	Office	to	Monitor	and	

Combat	Trafficking	in	Persons	Berne,	Switzerland	(November	12,	2008)	http://2001-

2009.state.gov/g/tip/rls/rm/2008/111997.htm	see	also	United	States.	Department	of	State.	Office	to	Monitor	and	Combat	

Trafficking	in	Persons.	2013	Trafficking	in	Persons	Report	(“2013	TIP	Report”),	p.	27	Print.	

	

8	See	e.g.,	TVPA;	National	Security	Presidential	Directive-22.	The	White	House.	Washington,	D.C.	December	16,	2002.	

http://www.combat-	trafficking.army.mil/documents/policy/NSPD-22.pdf	(“Presidential	Directive	22”);	United	States.	Department	

of	State.	Bureau	of	Public	Affairs.		

	

9	DEMAND,	Shared	Hope	Intl,	2007	

	

10	Trafficking	Victims	Protection	Act	of	2000,	Pub.	L.	No.	106-386,	§	108(a)	(2000),	as	amended.	


